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Family Tree (Office Furniture System Proposal) 


The need for access to electronic office equipment throughout business and industry is 
increasing. At the same time, the micro chip industry is making possible a variety of data 
processing equipment; terminals, mini-computers, the typecorder, the calculator, clock, 
electronic telephone and more that will eventually fill up office desk tops. In order to 
function, this equipment requires power, data and communication access. A new 
generation of office furniture is required to handle this demand. The Family Tree is an office 
furniture system proposal designed to meet the demand and to accommodate our ever 
changing technology. 


The Family Tree has a source feeding system that is built into each individual desk unit, 
with a matrix of wires within the arch and channel. The feeding svstem is designed for easy 
servicing and updating if required. With the Family Tree system, standard main line sources 
come into the office and are distributed by a simplified conduit grid installed in the ceiling 
or under the floor. This optimizes the office layout and could reduce the overhead costs of 
a permanent full size installation. To alter a layout, the desk unit could simply be unplugged 
and reconnected in a more desirable location without any extra cost for material or labour. 


The arch functions as a conduit that connects two desk units to provide a walkway for 
circulation. Directional signage can be mounted on the arch. Structurally, it is designed to 
support screening/partitioning and tenting-to isolate a conference area for privacy and 
acoustical control. Psychologically, the arch as an open structure helps direct traffic and 
provide territorial distinction for each department. This can be further identified by using 
different colour schemes. Spatially, the arch breaks up the monotony of a large open office 
and provides a more humane working environment. The wire carrying built-in channel is 
enclosed for safety and signal isolation. The entire system has been designed with a 
minimal amount of parts to lower user's costs. 


Ergonomic studies have demonstrated the desirability of reducing or eliminating visual 
fatigue, inappropriate posture and a variety of stresses on office personnel. Careful attention 
to the choice of diffused lighting and task lighting, correct seating and operating height, 
appropriate air conditioning, noise levels, and other environmental conditions, can improve 
working conditions and increase productivity. The Family Tree concept has the built-in 
flexibility to adapt to individual user requirements. By circumventing the normally 
impersonal forces of change, a continuing humane working environment is maintained. 
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